
                       

 
Some seed fell into rich soil and 
produced its crop.                      Luke 8:8  
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or by telephone 07891 162205 and is generally available Tuesday – Friday, 10am – 2pm 

COVID-19  

 PLEASE SEE NOTICE ON THE NEXT PAGE ABOUT THE RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES (incl. IMMACULATE HEART CHURCH). 

 Fr Peter will celebrate Mass without a congregation on Sundays for the People of the Parish and also on weekdays without 
a congregation as announced in the weekly parish newsletter (see below). Whilst parishioners cannot be physically present 
for these Masses, they can join in the celebration of Mass by making a Spiritual Communion while the Mass is being 
celebrated. N.B. Sunday Morning Mass at 9.00am is available each Sunday and can be viewed on our YouTube 
Channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3webHlXzcgaMFoHdfuCFLQ 

 Please note all parish meetings /gatherings are suspended until further notice. 

 During this time of trial, our homes have become the centre for daily prayer for many people. Home becomes a ‘house 
church’ and daily reflection on the readings for Mass and the Rosary would be two good sources of direction for prayer 
and reflection. Please see the diocesan website www.rcdhn.org.uk for further information and resources. 

 Live broadcasts of Mass from various locations and at various times can be found at the following website: 
www.churchservices.tv 

 As part of the pastoral care of parishioners and others during this COVID-19 lockdown, a number of qualified counsellors 
and listeners have generously made themselves available to anyone who may be troubled by the negative effects of the 
situation. These counsellors and listeners can be contacted through the St Mary’s Cathedral Listening Service on 0191 232 
6953 and the Northumberland Listening Service on 07732 980740. 

     

 

      

RECENTLY DECEASED  Please remember in your prayers Fr Michael Hickey who has died recently. May he rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Matty Bullock, Raymond Deponio, Barney Hayes, Maria Thi Kien Chiene Le, John Leitch, 
Liz McKenna, Pauline Mulholland, Astrid Muse (Gower), Joseph Relph, Geoff Taylor.                                                                                         
 

If you or any members of your family are going into hospital and would like to see the Catholic Chaplain, please ask a member of 
the ward staff to let the Catholic Chaplain know. For the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, you can contact the Chaplaincy Department  
Office directly, tel. 0191 445 2072 (Catholic Chaplain: Rev. Peter Jones). For the RVI and Freeman Hospitals in Newcastle, tel. 0191 
233 6161 (Catholic Chaplain: Fr Mariadass 0191 273 390).

The John Ingram Partnership  

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

The John Ingram Partnership  

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

 

Fr Peter will celebrate Mass without a congregation on Sunday and also on the following weekdays: 
   

Sunday 12 July Fifteenth Sunday of the Year (Year A) People of the Parish 
Monday 13 July  Priest’s Intention 
Tuesday 14 July  Priest’s Intention 
Wednesday 15 July  St Bonaventure  Priest’s Intention 
Thursday 16 July   Our Lady of Mount Carmel Priest’s Intention 
Friday 17 July   Priest’s Intention 
Saturday 18 July   Kathleen Cailey (dec.) 
Sunday 19 July   People of the Parish 
Sixteenth Sunday of the Year (Year A)  

Weekday Readings at Mass w/b 13 July - Ordinary Time Week 15 Year 2 
 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, St Cuthbert, St Philip Neri, Blessed John Ingram - pray for us 

mailto:stmarysphilip@aol.co.uk
http://www.theparish.org.uk/
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
mailto:stmarysphilip@aol.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3webHlXzcgaMFoHdfuCFLQ
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/


 

 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR FR MICHAEL HICKEY RIP       
Fr Michael will be received into St Cuthbert's Church, North 
Shields on Tuesday 14 July at 5pm. The Requiem Mass for Fr 
Michael will be at 12 Noon on Wednesday 15 July at which 
Bishop Robert will preside. Please note, because of the 
current restrictions on the number who may attend Funerals, 
attendance at the Masses is by invitation only. A Memorial 
Mass for Fr Michael will be celebrated when restrictions have 
been further eased. It is hoped that the Reception Mass and 
Requiem Mass will be live-streamed on the St Cuthbert’s 
Facebook page which can be accessed here. 
 

RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES  A message from Fr Peter:  
As I’m sure you know, the gradual re-opening of churches for 
individual prayer (and in some cases, the celebration of Mass) 
is now underway across the diocese. Providing a safe and 
secure space for prayer and worship is our utmost priority at 
this time, and I should like to thank those parishioners who 
have volunteered to be stewards during church opening 
times.  
You will be pleased to know that Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church is now opening for Individual Prayer at the following 
times: Tuesdays 5.00pm - 7.00pm and Saturdays 10.00am - 

12 noon. Please follow the guidance of the stewards whilst 

you are in church. 
 

The Diocese has produced guidance for the re-opening of 
churches - please note the following important information: 

- If you are in the clinically extremely vulnerable 
group, you must not volunteer at this time. 

- If you are in the clinically vulnerable group you could 
be at a higher risk of severe illness from Covid-19.  

For more information please read page 3 of the diocesan 
handbook for the reopening of churches which includes links 
to HM Government guidance. 
 

A full list of churches that are now re-opened for Individual 
Prayer (and, in some cases, for Mass) is available on the 
diocesan website www.rcdhn.org.uk  
 

PARISH OFFERTORY DONATIONS Given the present situation, 
perhaps you might consider making your regular financial 
contributions to the Parish by standing order.  If you would 
like to transfer to this method of giving, or to make a one-off 
contribution, please make arrangements with your bank. The 
Parish account details that you will need are:   
DHN Gateshead Our Lady and St Philip Neri                                                      
Sort code: 40-34-45 Account number: 21167936                                                            
Reference: insert your own name; commencing: e.g. 6th of 
each month; frequency: each month, quarterly or annually.  
Alternatively, if you have Planned Giving Envelopes or 
CAFOD envelopes you can put them through the letterbox at 
Immaculate Heart Presbytery. Thank you. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS Please remember you can continue to 
request Mass Intentions during this time.  The Sunday Mass is 
offered for the People of the Parish but Julie is still taking 
Mass Intention requests for Saturday and weekday Masses. 
Please keep in mind that if the request is for a living person, 
we will still need GDPR permission for that person’s name to 
appear in the newsletter.  Mass intentions can be requested 
by email, telephone or by posting the Mass Intention 
envelope through the letter box at Immaculate Heart 
presbytery. Thank you. 

 
 

FOOD APPEAL UPDATE & THANK YOU! 
 

A VERY BUSY WEEK!  We now have double the amount of 
families we’re supporting. Having made contact with ‘The 
Beehive’ in Dunston means we are supporting more 
struggling families which means we now have significant 
‘gaps' in most areas, but please prioritise - long grain rice, ALL 
tinned vegetables including potatoes, tinned meats, tinned 
tuna, & tinned fruit along with other items such as - soup, 
tinned rice pudding, tea, sugar, coffee, jam, salt, crisps, 
tomato ketchup, tomato purée, & fruit squash.  
 

THANK YOU to all the parish - we couldn’t continue 
distribution without you, we are truly blessed to have such 
thoughtful, kind and giving people in our lives.  
 

This week’s donations were sorted, bagged (29 large bags in 
total) and distributed on Thursday 9 July to families and elderly 
in our parish; also a donation of mixed items was taken to the 
central collection point - Corpus Christi - for wider distribution 
across the Partnership. 
 

Drop off points - for food donations remain the same PLUS 
you can now drop off donations at church when you come 
along for private prayer or every Thursday morning at 10am 
 

Dunston area - John Pinchen, 316 Dunston Road, Dunston 
(leave in the porch) 
 

Lobley Hill area - Maveen Pereira, 41, Beechwood Gardens, 
Lobley Hill, (leave in the porch) 
 

Whickham area - Katie Wilkinson, 1 Mayfield, Whickam 
(mobile 07837 386 760) leave donations in the back garden 
(inside the blue bin) 
 
ST MARY’S WALLED GARDEN An enormous thank you to 
everyone for the many donations of plants which will greatly 
enhance the borders of the walled garden at St Mary’s. Our 
small but dedicated group of volunteers have worked 
extremely hard transplanting tending and watering them.  If 
you have a little time to spare and would like to assist in the 
work of the garden, your help and support would be greatly 
appreciated. Obviously social distancing would have to be 
observed therefore we would like to propose the idea of rota 
to help water, plant/weed and add your expertise to the 
project. If you are available and interested in assisting with this 
task, please contact Jen Jones 07563 788602. Thank you once 
again for your help interest and support to make this unique 
area a place for everyone to enjoy. 
 
SUPPORT FOR PARISHIONERS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC A number of parishioners are offering support to 
other parishioners who are vulnerable or self-isolating. If you 
or a friend or relative would welcome a phone call, a bit of 
shopping, want the newsletter dropping through your 
letterbox etc. please phone 07570 045976.  Your request will 
be passed to a trusted parishioner who will contact you to 
discuss your request. It would be helpful if those parishioners 
who have contact with others who are not able to access the 
newsletter online could alert them to this item. Thank you. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Saint-Cuthbert-and-Saint-Joseph-North-Shields-798826703506481/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#clinically-extremely-vulnerable-groups
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#clinically-extremely-vulnerable-groups
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/pressreleases/2020/Coronavirus%20-%20Handbook%20for%20the%20re-opening%20of%20churches%20v3.pdf
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/pressreleases/2020/Coronavirus%20-%20Handbook%20for%20the%20re-opening%20of%20churches%20v3.pdf
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/


 

ACTIVITY SHEETS It's week 14 now! Hope you're all still 
enjoying our activity sheets. If you've never looked before 
then maybe do it today. Perhaps even use them for your own 
zoom quizzes. We've got a good "advertising" brain teaser for 
you this week amongst many other things (all answers are 
posted the following week). Why not give them a go? Good 
Luck! All sheets can be found on the parish website. (just 
under the link for this week’s newsletter). You can even find 
all the previous weeks and answers there too.  
In addition, If you would like to share anything you think may 
be of use to us all during lockdown, we will do our best to 
include them if you send them to the parish email address.   
  

Celebrations As an additional way of communicating during 
these challenging times, if you or a member of your 
immediate family have an upcoming celebration that you 
would like to be mentioned in the newsletter please email this 
to the Parish email address (see above). Please note that due 
to GDPR we can only print your own name or a person/child 
for whom you are parent/guardian.  Anybody else will need 
to provide permission by email or telephone.        
 

ST VINCENT’S SUPPORT CENTRE From Monday 8 June St 
Vincent’s Support Centre, Newcastle has been open offering 
a free hot meal and drink to those in need. We will be open 
Monday - Thursday between 11am - 2pm and as well as 
providing hot food we will also be available to offer help and 
advice to anyone seeking our support.  This week we have 
transformed our main hall into an easy access food bank. We 
also have clothing, toiletries and baby items available.  It’s a 
completely different way of working for us and for our service 
users but the main thing is we can be there to offer them a 
hot meal and support if needed. We have set up an 
online Vinnies Just Giving Page - 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vinnie-s-cafe3 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call us on          
07453 615139. Any cheque donations should be made 
payable to St Vincent de Paul Society.  Thank You. 
 

DIOCESAN VACANCY The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 
has the following vacancy, Department for Education, 
Administrator (maternity cover).  For further information 
and details of how to apply please visit website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact tel. 0191 243 3301. 
 
Spiritual Communion There are times when people are unable 
to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, such as during this 
present time of the Covid-19 pandemic. Even though some 
may not receive ‘sacramental’ Communion, all are united in 
some way by the Holy Spirit. The traditional idea of ‘spiritual’ 
Communion is an important one to remember and reaffirm. A 
deep spiritual communion is possible even when we do not 
share together the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Please say this prayer of Spiritual Communion (based on a 
prayer of St Alphonsus Liguori): 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy 
Sacrament of the altar. I love you above all things and I 
passionately desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into 
my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayers during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

Prayer for Health Staff                                                      
Wondrous God, author of life, you fashioned us in your 

likeness and breathed into us 
the life which is your own.                                                           

Be with those whose special care 
is the health of mind and body. 

Fill their hearts with awe 
for the life which is your gift 

and sustain them daily in your service, that their hands 
may bring to others the comfort of your healing touch. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Prayer for those Affected                                                 
Merciful God, 

come to the help of your people. 
Be our shelter in this time of peril 

and strengthen the bonds of our community.                 
Bring healing to all who suffer 

the ravages of disease 
and assist those whose skill and art 

can put an end to this affliction. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Jen’s weekly prayer 
Dear shepherd you are our leader and strength 

Help us on this journey. 
Without you we wander, struggling against the rocks and 

stones in our path. 
With you we are strengthened, sheltered in our time of 

need, enfolded. 
Help us to stay within the protection of your love whilst 

finding our individual paths. 
Give us the strength we need to carry forth your word in 

love and in peace. 
Grant us the wisdom to know when to peruse and when to 

stay still and quiet. 
Pour forth your healing and reconciling light upon us. 

May these gifts strengthen and empower us to continue 
our journey 

Help us to be prepared to seek enlightenment, which 
comes from You. 

Show us how to listen, to grow, to love, to heal. 
To be at one with ourselves and all we meet on our 

journey. 
May we have the courage to take the risks you ask of us 

and recognise the gifts you have 
Given us to use in Your Name. 

Jen Jones 2004 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vinnie-s-cafe3
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/


 

  Liturgy of the Word                      Fifteenth Sunday of the Year                                                       Year A 

First Reading                                                             Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down 
from the heavens and do not return without watering the 
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without 
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 
 

The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm                               Psalm 64:10-14. R/ Luke 8:8 
 

R/ Some seed fell into rich soil 
     and produced its crop. 
 

1. You care for the earth, give it water, 
you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain. 
 

2. And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows, 
you level it, soften it with showers, 
you bless its growth. 

 

3. You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 

 

4. The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 

 
Second Reading                                                      Romans 8:18-23 
 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared 
to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us.  The 
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons.  It 
was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made 
unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 
creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its 
slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as 
the children of God.  From the beginning till now the entire 
creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of 
giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait 
for our bodies to be set free. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                      I Samuel 3:9; John 6:68                                   
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; 
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel                                                                        Matthew 13:1-23 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

   
 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds 
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there.  The 
people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things 
in parables. 
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some 
seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up.  Others fell on patches of rock where they found little 
soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth 
of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched 
and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  
Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  Listen, anyone who has 
ears!’ 
Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk 
to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not 
revealed to them.  For anyone who has will be given more, and 
he will have more than enough but from anyone who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away.  The reason I talk to them 
in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without 
hearing or understanding.  So in their case the prophecy of 
Isaiah has being fulfilled: 
You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 
see and see again, but not perceive. 
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 
their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, 
for fear they should see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart, 
and be converted 
and be healed by me. 
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because 
they hear!  I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men 
longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what 
you hear, and never heard it. 
‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower.  When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was 
sown in his heart:  this is the man who received the seed on 
the edge of the path.  The one who received it on patches of 
rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once 
with joy.  But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some 
trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and 
he falls away at once.  The one who received the seed in thorns 
is the man who hears the word but the worries of this world 
and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces 
nothing.  And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the 
man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one who 
yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, not sixty, 
now thirty.’ 
  
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Scripture Readings from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday and Company Ltd. Used with permission. Responsorial Psalm from The 
Psalms: A New Translation © 1963 The Grail (England) published by HarperCollins. Used 
with permission. Reproduced under Calamus Licence no. 2371.        

 

 


