
 

 
 
Elizabeth said 'Blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfilment 
of what was spoken to her from the Lord.’ 
Luke 1:45 
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Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

 

22 December 2024                                 Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                Year C 
 

The Parish Secretary, Theresa Noble, is on annual leave and will return to the Parish Office on Friday 3 January. 
Postal Address: St Mary’s Presbytery, Malvern Gardens, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE11 9LL  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK Veronica Coleman, Ann Crompton, Teresa Fawcett, Maria Thi Kien Chiene Le, John Leitch, Bill 
Martin, Cheryl Anne McDonald, Nora Miller, Margaret Murphy, Astrid Muse (Gower), Joseph Relph, Tony Richardson. 
 

If you or any members of your family are going into hospital and would like to see the Catholic Chaplain, please ask a member of the 
ward staff to let the Catholic Chaplain know. For the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, you can contact the Chaplaincy Department Office 
directly, tel. 0191 445 2072 (Catholic Chaplain: Revd Paul Nichol). For the RVI and Freeman Hospitals in Newcastle, tel. 0191 233 6161 
(Catholic Chaplain: Fr Mariadass 0191 273 3903). 
 

Canon Peter and Fr Endre wish you and your families all the joys and blessings of the Christmas season.  
They also thank you for your cards and gifts which they very much appreciate. 

      

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 21 -29 December 2024 
 

Saturday 21 December   4.30pm Sacred Heart Michael Morris (dec.) 
  5.30pm St Philip Neri Barney & Veronica Hayes (dec.) 
Sunday 22 December  9.00am St Mary  People of the Parish 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)                                 10.30am Immaculate Heart    John Arkless (dec.) 
 

Monday 23 December   2.00pm    Sacred Heart  Priest’s Intention  
Tuesday 24 December                                                       4.30pm Sacred Heart      Rev. Canon Hollis (dec.) 
Christmas Eve The Nativity of the Lord  6.30pm Immaculate Heart Freddy Bambrough (ann.) 
Wednesday 25 December                                                    
Christmas Day The Nativity of the Lord  9.30am St Mary Bernard Hearne (dec.) [KH]           
Thursday 26 December St Stephen, Martyr  9.30am    St Philip Neri               Michael Short ( ann.) [AS]              
Friday 27 December St John, Apostle         
     

Saturday 28 December The Holy innocents  4.30pm    Sacred Heart John & Ellie Boyd (dec.) 
  5.30pm St Philip Neri People of the Parish 
Sunday 29 December  9.00am St Mary S & M Davis (liv.)  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph               10.30am Immaculate Heart    Mary Cookson (dec.) 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on Saturday at St Philip Neri 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
2.00pm - 2.25pm on Monday at Sacred Heart, 9.00am - 9.25am on Thursday at St Philip Neri  
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JUBILEE 2025 Pope Francis has announced that 2025 will be a 
year of Jubilee, and the theme will be Pilgrims of Hope.  
It will be a year of pilgrimage, prayer, celebration and 
reconciliation and we’ll be opening the Jubilee Year in our 
Diocese with celebrations at our two Jubilee Hub Churches on 
Sunday 29 December. Bishop Stephen will be celebrating 
Mass and opening the Holy Door at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle at 11.30am and at St. Joseph’s Church, Hartlepool 
at 4.00pm. Everyone is welcome. There’s more information 
about the Jubilee Year on the Diocesan website at 
https://www.bit.ly/DHNjubilee2025 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 2025 If your child 
is currently in Year 4 (or above) and they are not attending a 
Catholic School and you would like them to prepare to 
celebrate their First Holy Communion in 2025, please contact 
the Parish Office at Immaculate Heart as soon as possible, e-
mail ourladystphilipneri.gateshead@diocesehn.org.uk or tel. 
0191 460 4274, providing your name, address, telephone 
number and email address. Thank you. 
 

LOVE CHRISTMAS - THANK YOU! Thank you to all who 
contributed, in whatever way they could, to this year’s 
outreach appeal for gift & monetary donations to the Angel 
Tree & Christmas Hampers a heartfelt thank you! Every year 
our parishioners demonstrate their unbelievable level of 
support to families who may struggle during this special 
session, pouring out their Christian love and thinking of 
others.  Your generosity will ensure that there will be smiles 
and happiness in some homes that otherwise experience little 
joy throughout the year due to ongoing hardship. They will 
know that within their community there are people who have 
made this special effort purely because of love and concern 
for ‘their neighbour’.  
 

THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS WHO MADE LOVE 
CHRISTMAS HAPPEN! Thank you to Santa’s Little Helpers who 
gathered on Tuesday 17 December, both in the morning and 
evening, to sort and wrap all the wonderful donations handed 
in over the past few weeks for the Angel Tree, Christmas 
hampers and gifts for our Food Bank families.  Volunteering 
your time and effort is priceless and the parish could achieve 
very little without this greatly appreciated generosity of 
precious time. Due to the parishioners phenomenal response 
to Love Christmas, the ‘little helpers’ were kept very busy. 
However, this huge amount of work was completed with a 
smile and a happiness in the knowledge they were helping 
others - thank you doesn’t seem enough but your 
commitment is very much appreciated and the completed 
work could not have been achieved without you.  
 

THANK YOU TO ST MARY’S SCHOOL Thank you to all the 
pupils, parents and staff from St Mary RC Primary School for 
your generous contributions to the ‘Love Christmas’ parish 
outreach appeal 2024. Mr Wheatley dropped off your ‘haul’ 
on Monday 16 December and the volunteers were 
overwhelmed by your contributions of food for the Christmas 
hampers & weekly food bank plus the wonderful gifts you 
donated for children who might not have otherwise received 
a gift on Christmas Day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
(Carols will be sung 25 - 30 minutes before 

Masses on Christmas Eve/Day) 
Tuesday              
24 December 
Christmas Eve 
The Nativity of 
the Lord 

4.30pm 
 
 
6.30pm  

Mass at Sacred Heart, 
Byermoor  
 
Mass at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Lobley 
Hill 

Wednesday 
25 December 
Christmas Day 
The Nativity of 
the Lord 

9.30am 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass at St Mary, 
Whickham  
 
 
 

 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS Please send any items for next weekend’s 
Newsletter to the Parish Office by 10.00am on Thursday 26 
December. 
 

 

Jen’s weekly prayer 
A winter sun spreads a startling tapestry of colour ] 

to emblazon the late afternoon sky. 
Pink clouds float on a pale turquoise backdrop 

spreading and increasing in their intensity 
to illustrate once again the spectacular light and beauty 

of our universe which we can share and treasure 
even in these shorter winter days. 

We can spread our illuminated cloth of light and colour 
by our smiles, our actions, the giving of ourselves, 

our gifts to others in the every day struggles, difficulties 
and sadness which cloud our lives at different times. 

Our gifts freely given like the spectacular sunset  
can brighten and warm those who are  

in pain, hurt or troubled. 
 As we approach the end of our Advent journey, 
help us to be prepared to reach out and share 

our varied precious, individual gifts with others 
and celebrate the great gift of unconditional love 

first seen in a stable, 
yet radiating through time and space  
to be with us in all of our moments 
of sadness, pain, happiness and joy. 

 

Jen Jones © December 2021 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING The Parish operates in accordance with 
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards Agency (CSSA) and Diocesan 
policies and procedures at all times.  Each of our 
churches has a Parish Safeguarding Representative 
(PSR) indicated on the Safeguarding posters in each 
church - Angela Bell (Immaculate Heart), Bernadette 
Salmon & Joe Wheatley (St Mary’s), Denise Hebron (St 
Philip Neri).  Alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Team can be contacted on 0191 243 3305 or 
safeguarding@diocesehn.org.uk 
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  Liturgy of the Word                                Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                         Year C                                                                       
         

First Reading                                                              Micah 5: 2-5a 

Thus says the Lord:, 
You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old,  
from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labour has given birth, 
then the rest of his brothers shall return  
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock  
in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth 
And he shall be their peace. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                Psalm 80 (79): 2ac,3b, 15-16, 18-19 

R/ Bring us back, O God; 
Let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved. 
 

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

Enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth. 

Rouse up your might and come to save us. 
 

 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore; 

Look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the stock your right hand has planted, 

the son you have claimed for yourself. 
 

3. May your hand be on the man at your right hand, 

the son of man you have confirmed as your own. 

And we shall never forsake you again, 

Give us life that we may call upon your name. 

                          

 Second Reading                                                    Hebrews 10: 5-10 
 

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the world, he 
said, 
 

Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
but a body have you prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you have taken to pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ 
 

When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 
offerings’ (these are offered according to the Law), then he 
added, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will’.  He does away 
with the first in order to establish the second. 
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                           Luke 1.38 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; 
Let it be to me according to your word. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel                                                                           Luke 1: 39-45 
The Lord be with you 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill 
country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from 
the Lord.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Scripture Readings from the English Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic 
Edition (ESV-CE) © 2017 Crossway. Responsorial Psalm from Abbey Psalms 
and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. 
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