You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind....You shall love your neighbour
as yourself. Matthew 22:37. 39
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Thirtieth Sunday of the Year
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The John Ingram Partnership
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Year A

The Parish Secretary, Theresa Noble, will be available in the Parish Office at Inmaculate Heart Presbytery
on Tuesday 9.00am - 3.00pm and Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm. She can also be contacted by email olpn.qgateshead@diocesehn.org.uk
or by telephone 0191 460 4274 on Tuesday & Wednesday 9.00am - 3.00pm and Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm.
Postal Address: St Mary’s Presbytery, Malvern Gardens, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE11 9LL

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 24 October - 1 November 2026

Saturday 24 October 4.30pm Sacred Heart People of the Parish

N.B. St Philip Neri Church currently closed
Sunday 25 October 9.00am St Mary Helen Jackson (dec.) [CMCcT]
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year (Year A) 10.30am Immaculate Heart Private Intention [CS]
Clergy Training Fund

Monday 26 October Sts Chad & Cedd

Tuesday 27 October

Wednesday 28 October

Thursday 29 October

Friday 30 October Blessed Martyrs of Douai College

Saturday 31 October

9.30am Sacred Heart Priest’s Intention

9.30am Immaculate Heart Ann Tate (dec.)

9.30am Immaculate Heart N.B.F.

9.30am St Mary Maureen Campbell (dec.) [MD]

4.30pm Sacred Heart
N.B. St Philip Neri Church currently closed

9.00am St Mary Dec. Members & Friends of Cunningham Family

10.30am Immaculate Heart Bill & Shiela Hutchins (dec.) [DH]

People of the Parish

Sunday 1 November
Solemnity of All Saints

Weekday Readings: Ordinary Time Week 30 Year 2

Sacrament of Reconciliation
9.00am - 9.20am on Monday at Sacred Heart, 9.00am - 9.20am on Tuesday & Wednesday at Immaculate Heart
and Thursday at St Mary’s

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.00am - 9.25am on Monday at Sacred Heart, 9.00am - 9.25am on Tuesday & Wednesday at Immaculate Heart
and Thursday at St Mary’s

Baptisms
This Sunday, in the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome Esti Raye Acheampong and Poppy Joan Simm
into the Family of the Church

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS Sheila Gibson (mother of Margaret Dryden) who has died recently. May she rest in peace. Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK Jessica Butler, Veronica Coleman, Brigitte Jones, Peter Jones, Maria Thi Kien Chiene Le,
John Leitch, Bill Martin, Cheryl Anne McDonald, Nora Miller, Margaret Murphy, Astrid Muse (Gower), Joseph Relph, Elizabeth Strickson.

If you or any members of your family are going into hospital and would like to see the Catholic Chaplain, please ask a member of the
ward staff to let the Catholic Chaplain know. For the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, you can contact the Chaplaincy Department Office
directly, tel. 0191 445 2072 (Catholic Chaplain: Revd Paul Nichol). For the RVI and Freeman Hospitals in Newcastle, tel. 0191 233 6161
(Catholic Chaplain: Fr Mariadass 0191 273 3903).
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CLERGY TRAINING FUND COLLECTION This weekend 24/25
October there will be a retiring collection for the Diocesan
Clergy Training Fund. Envelopes are available at the back of
church for any donations you may wish to Gift Aid.

OUR LADY AND ST PHILIP NERI PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
(PPC) The new PPC is now established and the current
membership is as follows: Canon Peter Leighton, Fr Endre
Kormos, Philip Cunningham, Charis Gray, Warren Gray,
Christopher Griffiths, Catherine Hearne, Denise Hebron,
Michael McHugh, Maveen Pereira, Tony Sacco, Malcolm Shield,
Joe Wheatley, Sarah Williams. A copy of the minutes of the
meeting held on 30 September is available to read at the back
of church and on the parish website.

GIFT FOR LIFE UPDATE Many thanks to Malcolm Shield for
providing an update about Gift for Life after our Masses on
11 October. It is always good to hear about the positive impact
your generosity has on some of the most vulnerable people in
Kenya, India and more locally through the Justice and Peace
Refugee Project in Newcastle. Your continued support enables
us to provide these causes with the amazing total of almost
£8,000 each year. Forms for Standing Orders and Gift Aid are still
available at the back of each church, as are envelopes for one-
off donations. You can also contribute through the Gift for
Life ‘100 Club’ - new numbers will be available in November.
Thank you so much for your support - in the words of Sister Vicky
in Kenya ‘My greeting and prayers to all the members of Gift for
Life and those who contribute, | am so grateful for their regular
and generous support. Together we have brought quality to the
lives of the poor and desperate.” For more information please
e-mail giftforlife20@gmail.com

DRIVING FOR CHURCH ACTIVITIES If you volunteer to carry out
regular parish activities (such as banking monies or taking Holy
Communion to the housebound) and this requires you to drive,
it might be a good idea to check whether your personal motor
insurance policy provides sufficient cover in the case of an
accident. Some information and guidelines from the diocese
have been displayed at the back of church and are available on
the diocesan website. If you have any questions regarding this,
please contact the parish office on 0191 460 4274 during office
hours or email olpn.gateshead@diocesehn.org.uk and we’ll be
happy to help.

SACRED HEART 150™ ANNIVERSARY As we celebrate the 150"
Anniversary of the Parish, this Saturday 24 October we look
forward to welcoming Bishop Stephen who will celebrate the
4.30pm Mass with us. A reception will follow afterwards in the
School Hall. All are welcome.

SACRED HEART SPONSORED WREATHS AND CANDLES This year
again there will be sponsored wreaths and candles as part of our
Christmas celebration and decoration of Church . Families can
sponsor a wreath at a cost of £20 and a candle for £10. There is
a list available at the back of Church to sign up for a wreath or
candle dedicated to loved ones. Due to limited space please
consider doing this soon. Funds raised go to Sacred Heart
Church.

ST PHILIP NERI CHURCH - An important message from Canon
Peter: At the Parish Open Meeting on Wednesday 26 August,
Andrew Gillingham, Diocesan Head of Property, gave a
presentation concerning the necessary church roof replacement
and electrical fixed wire renewal, with associated costs, at St
Philip Neri Church (the presentation paper may be viewed via the
St Philip Neri link at the top of the parish website homepage).
Questions and discussion followed and the overall view of those
present was that a decision needed to be taken about the
present use of the church.

Having spoken with Bishop Stephen and following consultation
with the Diocesan Head of Property and the area Dean, the
decision is that, until further notice, the church will cease to be
used. This is taking into consideration current health and safety
concerns about the building with the need to ensure the safety
of those using the building and those in its vicinity, not least the
children and staff of St Philip Neri School. | appreciate this
closure will come as sad news, but the safety of those using the
building and those who may be in its vicinity is paramount.

The viability of the future of St Philip Neri Church will need to be
considered within the context of the on-going discernment of the
Pastoral Strategy for the Diocese and more information will be
provided in due course.

The first meeting of our refreshed Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
took place on Wednesday 30 September. Tony Sacco and
Catherine Hearne were nominated and accepted as our Chair
and Vice Chair. They will introduce themselves at our Sunday
Masses following the second PPC extended meeting planned
for Saturday 21 November. The minutes of the PPC meeting
held on 30 September are available to read at the back of
Immaculate of Mary and St Mary’s churches and on the parish
website.

At the meeting on 30 September, the PPC reflected on the
current closure of St Philip Neri church and the effect on
parishioners for whom St Philip Neri holds a special place and
where they were used to regularly worshipping. While
members of the PPC are truly saddened that one of our parish
churches has currently closed, they agreed that, given the
significant cost of repairs for the church and the health and
safety concerns already highlighted, the right decision has
been made for now.

The PPC discussed whether other changes to weekend Mass
times might be made at this time. It is still very early days since
the Vigil Mass at St Philip's was suspended and the view of PPC
members was that it seems sensible for the time being to
maintain the current Mass schedule and assess how this is
working for people before making any further decisions about
Mass times which, of course, would be in consultation with
parishioners. Fortnightly Wednesday Masses celebrated in St
Philip Neri School have continued to be a real joy for children,
staff and parishioners.

Meanwhile, regular attendees at the St Philip Neri Saturday
evening Vigil Mass are welcome to celebrate the Sunday
morning Masses at St Mary, Whickham (9.00am) or Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Lobley Hill (10.30am). Alternatively, there are
Saturday Vigil Masses at the following churches in the area:
Sacred Heart, Byermoor NE16 6NU 4.30pm

St Alban, Queen Victoria Street, Pelaw NE10 0QN 6.00pm

St Anne, Rokeby View, Harlow Green NE9 7UD 5.00pm

St Joseph (at St Barnabas CofE Church), Sterling Lane, Rowlands
Gill, Highfield NE39 1PS 5.30pm

St Mary and St Thomas Aquinas, Stella Road, Stella NE21 4LR
5.00pm

St Wilfrid, Sunderland Road NE8 3QR 5.00pm
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ANNUAL SERVICE OF LIGHT Sunday 15 November 3pm at
St Mary's RC Church, Dockendale Lane, Whickham. You are
cordially invited to come along to this Service led by Rev. Paul
Nichols from the QE Hospital. It is a quiet and prayerful
opportunity to remember our loved ones who have died in the
Gateshead area. Light refreshments wil be available in St Mary’s
Hall afterwards.

NEWMAN TYNESIDE CIRCLE invites you to come and hear Fr
Colin Patey speak on The Dream of Gerontius: how might
Newman’s poem inform our November prayers for the Holy
Souls? In the hall of the Holy Name Church, Jesmond, Newcastle
NE2 3JX on Tuesday 10 November 2026, at 7.30pm. “We shall
be like him, because we shall see him as he really is” (1 John 3:2).
A timely reflection from Scripture and Newman’s great poem.
Father Colin Patey was ordained at Durham Cathedral and
served for 20 years as an Anglican. He was ordained as a Catholic
priestin 1998, He is now retired but very active as a supply priest
and leading occasional retreats. As a High Church Anglican, Fr
Colin was inspired by Newman, Pusey and Keble, and as he
approached the Catholic Church, Newman’s journey became an
even greater inspiration for him.

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR - CHRISTMAS FAYRE The Little
Sisters of the Poor will be holding a Christmas Fayre on Saturday
21 November 2026 at St Joseph’s Home, Westmorland Road,
Newcastle. The Fayre is on from 12 noon until 3pm. There will
be a raffle, tombola, bottle stall, arts and crafts and other
stalls. They will have a children’s stall where everyone is a
winner Refreshments will be available. All are welcome.

Jen’s Weekly Prayer

The beautiful autumn colours, russet ,deep red
and gold have been echoed in the breathtaking
light and colour of the evening sky.

We have been gifted these skies as late afternoon
begins its early journey into night.

The breadth and beauty of the sky is wondrous,
bringing hope and peace
and an extraordinary glow of healing light.
We need these exquisite moments
to help us face our difficulties.

Many are facing pain and suffering;
these feelings can almost be engulfing.

Help us to see your wondrous light.
Healing Spirit of hope, bring to all who are
facing challenges, confusion, anxiety and fear
that your hands will enfold and comfort all
who are facing uncertainty pain and anguish.
Help us to reach out and support the many who are
struggling with every day life, those around us
and those far away who are caught up in disasters
or conflict, that they may be embraced by your
soothing hands and feel your love from the hands
of those who minister to them
with compassion and gentleness.

Jen Jones © October 2026

FLAME 2027 takes place on Saturday 6 March 2027. The theme
is ‘TAKE COURAGE’. It is open to anyone from school year 9 to
University/young adult age. Under 18s must be part of an
organised group. Please talk with your school chaplain, catechist
or parish priest if you would like to come along. Two years ago,
almost 900 young people from our Diocese travelled to
Wembley Arena for this national Catholic youth gathering. Once
again YMT is hoping to take a large number of young people (up
to 1,000 including accompanying adults).

COST: £55 per person (includes return rail travel, Wembley
ticket and London travel card). The cost has been generously
subsidised by Significance, the charity founded by Fr Dermott
Donnelly. For  further information contact Mary
Madziva mmadziva@ymt.org

NEWSLETTER ITEMS Please send any items for the Parish
Newsletter to the Parish Office by 10.00am on Thursday 29
October.

SAFEGUARDING IN THE DIOCESE OF HEXHAM AND
NEWCASTLE The agency that oversees safeguarding in
the Catholic Church has observed ‘good practice’ in the
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle across all eight of the
recognised National Safeguarding Standards. In an audit
report published recently, the Catholic Safeguarding
Standards Agency (CSSA) in particular hailed major
improvements in Church leadership, governance,
ministry, culture and the care of those people who have

been harmed. To read the CSSA final report please visit
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Hexham-
and-Newcastle-final-for-full-publication.pdf

To read the Diocesan statement in full, please visit
https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Press-
Release-from-the-Diocese-of-Hexham-and-Newcastle-audit-report-
February-2025.pdf

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory
Safeguarding Guidance and the Catholic Safeguarding
Standards Agency (CSSA) and Diocesan policies and
procedures at all times. Each of our churches has a
Parish Safeguarding Representa5tOive (PSR) indicated
on the Safeguarding posters in each church - Angela Bell
(Immaculate Heart), Bernadette Salmon & Joe Wheatley
(St Mary’s), Denise Hebron (St Philip Neri). Alternatively,
the Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on
0191 243 3305 or safequarding@diocesehn.org.uk
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Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Exodus 22:21-27

Thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not wrong a sojourner or
oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you
do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, | will surely hear
their cry, and my wrath will burn, and | will kill you with the
sword, and your wives shall become widows and your
children fatherless. If you lend money to any of my people
with you who is poor, you shall not be like a money-lender
to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. If ever you
take your neighbour’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to
him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering,
and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep?
And if he cries to me, | will hear, for | am compassionate.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 18(17):2-3a. 3b-4. 47, 51ab. R/2

R/ Ilove you, Lord, my strength.

| love you, Lord, my strength;
O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my saviour. R/

My God, my rock where | take refuge;

my shield, my saving strength, my stronghold.
| cry out, ‘O praised be the Lord!”

and see, | am saved from my foes. R/

The Lord lives, and blest be my Rock!

May the God of my salvation be exalted.
The Lord gives great victories to his king,
and shows merciful love for his anointed. R/

Second Reading | Thessalonians 1:5¢-10

Brothers and Sisters: You know what kind of men we proved
to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of
us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became
an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they
themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers
us from the wrath to come.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

Year A

Gospel Acclamation John 14:23

Alleluia, alleluia.

If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, says the Lord,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 22:34-40

At that time: When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him, ‘You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Scripture Readings from the English Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic
Edition (ESV-CE) © 2017 Crossway. Responsorial Psalm from Abbey Psalms
and Canticles © 2018 USCCB.
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