Parish of Our Lady and St Philip Neri
Parish Pastoral Council Election Process 
Note: This document should be read in conjunction with the Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines which set out information about the PPC and the roles and responsibilities of members.
1. Purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council
a) Purpose: 
The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) exists to serve the parish community and encourage all parishioners to participate fully in the life and mission of the parish and of the wider Church.
It seeks to do so by:
· Offering assistance and advice to the Parish Priest and providing a structure and resource to ease his workload and plan for the future.
· Supporting, co-ordinating and promoting the work and worship of the parish and initiating new activities.
· Focusing energy and resources on being a welcoming parish that reaches out into the world.
· Communicating openly with the whole parish, and seeking the ideas and views of parishioners.

b) Principles:
· Firmly rooted in prayer
· Clergy and lay people working together 
· Open and transparent decision-making and ways of working
· Strong two-way communication between the PPC and the wider parish community
· Inclusive and collaborative approaches
2. Eligibility for Nomination
A nominee must be:
· A baptised Catholic and a regular worshipper within the Parish of Our Lady and St Philip Neri
· At least 14 years old 
· Willing to commit to regular PPC meetings and parish initiatives
3. Nomination Phase
· The opening of nominations at all weekend Masses and through parish communication channels.
· Nomination forms made available for four weeks.
· Parishioners may self‑nominate or nominate another parishioner with their consent.
· Completed forms must be returned to the parish office


4. Publication of Candidate Information
· All eligible candidates’ profiles (taken from the nomination form) are compiled into a Candidate Information Sheet.
· This sheet is made available in print and online one week before voting begins.
5. Voting Process
Where an election is required:
· Voting is open to all parishioners aged 14+.
· Voting may take place:
· After all weekend Masses
· At the parish office during the week
· Each parishioner may vote for up to 3 candidates 
· Ballots are collected securely and counted by a small, appointed Election Committee consisting of parishioners not standing for election.
6. Announcement of Results
· Results are reviewed and confirmed by the parish priest.
· Newly elected members are announced at all weekend Masses and through parish communications.
7. Commissioning of New Members
· New PPC members are formally commissioned during a Sunday Mass.
· They begin their service at the next scheduled PPC meeting.



