Parish of Our Lady and St Philip Neri
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Wednesday 30 September 2026, 6.30pm
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church 

Present
Canon Peter Leighton, Fr Endre Kormos, Philip Cunningham, Charis Gray, Warren Gray, Christopher Griffiths, Catherine Hearne, Denise Hebron, Michael McHugh, Maveen Pereira, Tony Sacco, Malcolm Shield, Sarah Williams.
Apologies
Joe Wheatley

Agenda
1. Opening Prayer
Delivered by Canon Peter.
2. Welcome and Introductions
Group introductions made.
3. Reminder of purpose and remit of the PPC and expectations of members
Purpose and remit accepted. Agreement to circulate minutes well within deadlines.
4. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Tony Sacco and Catherine Hearne were nominated and accepted as Chair and Vice Chair.
5. Arrangements for minuting meetings
Warren Gray volunteered for this role and was accepted.
6. Initial Priorities of the PPC
Priorities outlined by Tony Sacco. These related to the aims originally stated in the Discernment document as part of the Diocesan Pastoral Strategy discussions and would concentrate on Mission: an aim to harness the physical and human resources and gifts of the Parish in order to promote spiritual and pastoral growth.
Canon Peter explained that the PPC remit might cover strategic areas as well as property and mission, and this would take shape over the on-going period of discernment.
It was suggested the PPC also consider ‘faith formation’ and be ‘outward looking’ in order to promote growth.
It was proposed that the PPC also build ecumenical links.
The necessity for effective planning and the use of data already gleaned via the Discernment process was indicated. PPC members were asked to consider which of the key areas they would like to become involved in.  A half day meeting to crystallise planning was suggested and agreed.
An audit of activities going on in the parish was advocated.

7. Immediate business items:
• Current closure of St Philip Neri Church and implications for the parish
Canon Peter outlined the current position regarding St Philip’s.  Attendances were up at St Mary’s and Immaculate Heart churches in the parish and at Sacred Heart, Byermoor, but it was too early to assess any financial implications.  A proposal was made to evaluate the impact on attendance, finances and other associated factors in the new year and this assessment would help to inform any future decision making.
St Philip Neri school’s input (fortnightly Mass held in school hall) was explained, parental views were conveyed and concern was expressed regarding the impact of the structural decline of the building and if there were any clear deadlines for decisions.  Canon Peter explained that as there were a number of issues to consider, and that this was part of a wider process (Diocesan Discernment Strategy), no deadline date had or could be promulgated at this time.
It was proposed that the Diocese be contacted with our concerns with the hope of making a timely decision.
It was suggested that a message be drafted and circulated clarifying the present position.
Health & Safety concerns were expressed.
Those present agreed that clear communication of the present situation would benefit members of the Parish.



• St Mary’s Church - boiler/heating issue
Canon Peter updated the meeting on issues and sought recommendation.
Those present agreed on the repair of the present heating system, given the circumstances.
A query was made regarding the repairs at St Mary’s being made but not at St Philip’s.  Individual site circumstances and priorities were clarified.

• Update on Pastoral Planning Discernment process
Decisions due to be made sometime in the coming year.
An update regarding Diocesan Partnership meetings was given.
Canon Peter and Fr Endre clarified query regarding Deaneries.

8. Safeguarding
An update on new reporting procedures was presented to the meeting.

9. Health and Safety
There are areas to address, e.g. driving insurance requirements for parishioners undertaking regular journeys in connection with other parishioners.

10. Communicating PPC information to the parish community
Discussion as to how to disseminate information effectively. 
It was suggested that Tony Sacco as Chair might address congregations at the end of weekend Masses.
It was suggested that pertinent information might be appended to school newsletters.

11. Date of next meeting
Provisionally organised for 21 November, 9.30am - 3pm.  Venue to be decided.
12. Concluding Prayer
Delivered by Fr Endre.
